Vasculitis in Goodpasture's syndrome.
Because of differing diagnostic criteria, a controversy exists as to whether vasculitis may occur in patients with Goodpasture's syndrome. Using strict criteria (pulmonary hemorrhage, glomerulonephritis, and antiglomerular basement membrane antibody), we found histological evidence of vasculitis in two of 18 patients with Goodpasture's syndrome. The vasculitis was found in kidney biopsy specimens. Clinically, these two patients did not differ from other patients who have Goodpasture's syndrome without vasculitis. The presence of vasculitis should not exclude the diagnosis of Goodpasture's syndrome.